WAMIC RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING NOTES
September 20, 2025
The board meeting was called to order at 10:05 by President Greg Weast.
Board members present: Greg Weast, Neil Senger, John Ickes, and Cindy Koch
Members of the Audience:  Connie Hatfield, George Hatfield, Merle Hlvaka, Larry Magill, Jamie Magill, John Goleman and Tina Goleman
Minutes of the August 16, 2025 meeting were approved.
Correspondence: None
Treasurer’s Report: Jamie Magill reported that there was nothing unusual in the report ending August 31, 2025.  It was confirmed that all volunteers are covered under Workman’s Comp Insurance.
CHIEF’S REPORT
Status of vehicles:  557 engine that was given to the fire department needs to be replaced. Chief is investigating this.
Communication signs: County code will not permit a lighted sign without a variance approval.  Neighbors need to agree to a lighted sign.  It cost $776 to apply for this variance, whether it is approved of not.  This fee is non-refundable.
EMS: The fire department has been on 110 calls so far this year.  At the same time, last year, 105 calls were made.
Training: Robert Rosin and Corrie Lemon are both enrolled in On-line EMS training.  Normal training is scheduled every Monday, per John Goleman, alternating one Monday for Fire training, next Monday for Medical training, etc.
Highland Fire: Our department worked 48 hours to attack this fire successfully.
Communications: Nothing new.
Safety: Working on wildfire aviation awareness.
Fire Personnel: Scott Jacobson has resigned from the department.  Dave Deurwaader is retiring from the Fire Department.
OLD BUSINESS
Grants pending or open:
Oregon State Fire Marshall – active
FEMA building grant – active
EMS and fire coverage of the district: ASA meeting is being planned for the middle of November.
Preparedness for emergencies, high wind wildfire, Starlink, comms, evacuation routes, communications with residents and visitors (how do we get the word out and how fast can we do it?
The county has rules set in stone on how to do this as far as advising the community of an emergency.  Chief Magill will get an evacuation map for us and how we get it to the community will be determined. John Goleman is working on getting an Emergency Escape Route plan together for Rock Creek.
NEW BUSINESS
Bottle Drop: Tina Goleman reported that since July 25, 2025, they have $1,946 in the fire department bottle drop account.
Banking: Jamie Magill reported that she is still working on setting up accounts with US Bank.  It is in process, and she is attending lots of Zoom meetings.
Fire department t-shirts: The chief and Jamie are working on updating the department’s T-shirts.
Neil Senger heard a rumor: Neil was asked the question if we became a taxing district, would we still need the Wamic Rural Fire Department Foundation?  This was discussed, and we were reminded that if we retained the Foundation (which is IRS 501c3 rated) those that make donations to the Foundation receive tax benefits.  It is still legal if we have a tax base and we also have a Foundation
It was decided that both the Fire Chief and the Fire Foundation need to have a budget meeting together.  Fire Dept board meeting will be included in this meeting, but it will not be open for the general public.
Connie Hatfield posed a question: She would like to know how profitable the Memorial Day breakfast and bake sale, the Family Fun Day and bake sale and the Labor Day breakfast were.  Also, how much did we net from the Fire Boot donation, other donations, plant sale and raffle sales. The Foundation (and Bill Aarnio, the keeper of the finance records of the Foundation) will be asked for this report.
Fire Department Christmas Party: This party will no longer be catered.  It will be a potluck, with the fire department providing the main course.  The Scrapbag Quilter’s agreed to assist in this event.  This will reduce the cost of the party and will make this more of a Family Type event.  It was suggested that we have a game or two also.
Barlow Water District: We were advised that having Roof Sprinklers will not work.  They do not have enough water in the tanks to support this.   
Trick or Trunk: Will be happening on Halloween, October 3lst, at the Community Center.  Volunteers are being asked to bring snacks to share among themselves for this event.
2026 RIFLE RAFFLE:  The 30/30 rifle has been ordered – custom made, and the winner’s name will be drawn on July 4th, 2026, our 250-year anniversary.  Ticket sales will begin at the Wamic Holiday Bazaar, the Saturday after Thanksgiving.
Respectfully submitted:  
Cindy Koch
 








 
